This article considers the UN responses to sexual violence against men and boys in armed conflict -in particular, steps taken towards understanding this problem, measures of prevention and protection, and consequences for accused perpetrators. In so doing, the article assesses the state of knowledge and work in the field of male sexual violence and notes that although there have been many positive developments, the issue is not always moving in the right direction.
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Understanding
Understanding that there is a problem For so long, sexual violence against men and boys in times of armed conflict has been a neglected area. Only in the last decade or so has any considered scholarly attention been paid to the subject. 8 Although the conflict in the former Yugoslavia, which gave rise to renewed attention to female sexual violence, was also the scene of so much sexual violence against men and boys, the attention paid to male sexual violence still languishes behind.
In a conference paper of 2002, Augusta DelZotto and Adam Jones noted that of 4076 non-governmental organizations that worked in the area of 'war rape and other forms of political sexual violence', a mere 3% mentioned sexual violence against men and boys 'in their programs and informational literature'. 9 Writing one year earlier, Dubravka Zarkov noted of the conflict in the former Yugoslavia that:
The international media, so fervent in reporting rapes of women, shied away from the topic of sexually assaulted men. Pictures of the starved bodies of Muslim men from the camps run by Bosnian Serb forces were on the front pages of international magazines, as were photos of tearful, raped women. But nobody published a photo of a raped man. The national press within former Yugoslavia offered a similar picture. Rapes of women were newsworthy; rapes of men were not. It is of even more recent vintage that the problem of male sexual violence has been taken up in various UN fora. However, today, its existence has been recognized at the highest of levels, with discussion of male sexual violence entering the corridors, meeting rooms, and chambers of the UN. To take some examples: 18 This is no less true of male sexual violence.
Data
Numbers are always problematic. Often sought -for example SC Res 1820 calls on the Secretary-General to provide an 'analysis of the prevalence and trends of sexual violence in situations of armed conflict' 19 -they are extremely difficult to gauge, not least due to underreporting. Given the disruption caused by armed conflict, it may be particularly difficult to ascertain precise figures. 20 Accordingly, much of the available data tends to be anecdotal in nature. For example, recent reports from the Democratic Republic of the Congo suggest that men and boys comprise some 4-10% of the total number of victims of sexual violence who seek medical treatment. 21 In the Central African Republic, the non-governmental organization 'L'Organisation pour la Compassion et le Développement des Familles en Détresse' documented 800 cases of female rape and 140 cases of male rape. 22 Prevalence studies are occasionally conducted. In the armed conflict in the former Yugoslavia, it has been reported that, ' [o]f 6000 concentration camp victims in the Sarajevo Canton, 5000 were men and 80% of them had reportedly been raped.' 23 In Liberia, a survey of 1666 adults found that 32.6% of male combatants (118 of 367) experienced sexual violence while 16.5% (57 of 360) were forced to be sexual servants. 24 Even when we are in possession of figures, caution should be taken. Methodologies may be unknown, or may vary between studies, thus decreasing the potential for comparison. Studies may be selective, whether consciously or unconsciously. They may have been carried out at a period in time too close to the armed conflict such that victims may be reluctant to come forward, or too far removed such that affected persons are no longer around to tell their story. Bearing in mind all the caveats that have to be entered in relation to figures, numbers nevertheless give a sense of the scale of the issue.
A recent issue?
The passages from the delegates' speeches quoted above may be read as suggesting that the practice of male sexual violence is something new. Thus the representative of Slovenia spoke of knowing now of male sexual violence, while the representative of Mexico talked of witnessing a trend. 25 If the passages are read in this manner, the suggestion is that the speakers understood the subject to be new and unusual. Yet this could not be further from the truth.
The practice has been documented as dating back from almost time immemorial. Male sexual violence, in the form of castration, was carried out by 'Chinese, Persian, Amalekite, Egyptian, and Norse armies'. 26 Sexual violence was committed during the Spanish civil war and during the 'rape of Nanking'.
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A background report of OCHA lists some 25 conflicts in the last decade alone, in which male sexual violence has been documented as taking place.
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What is true is that, today, greater attention is being paid to the subject. For example, stories of male sexual violence increasingly appear in the news media. To take the period 2007-9 alone, there have been reports of male sexual violence, primarily rape and sexual mutilation, in the armed conflicts in the Central African Republic, 29 The OCHA meeting referred to above concluded inter alia that 'shining a light on the issues of sexual violence against men and boys was crucial and timely' and that 'the research gaps on the issue are extensive'. 37 It proposed a number of research questions and drew together key research priorities.
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Prevention and protection
Despite the widespread recognition that male sexual violence is a problem and despite the acknowledgement that little is being done, these sentiments have not translated into any practical initiatives. Rather, the principal recent initiative -SC Res 1820 and its follow-up procedure -has had the impact of contributing to the relative silence through the exclusion of male victims from its framework.
Exclusive focus on women and girls
Whither the men?
It would seem that there is some scepticism in certain quarters that tackling the problem of male sexual violence will take attention and valuable resources away from addressing female sexual violence. For example, an important meeting at Wilton Park brought together high-level UN officials, governmental representatives, and force commanders of peacekeeping missions, amongst others, to discuss responses of military peacekeepers to sexual violence against women and girls in times of armed conflict. The conference acknowledged that 'women are not the only civilians to be targeted for sexual violence' and that 'children and also men, particularly captive male combatants, are also subjected to sexual torture and terror.' 39 However, the focus of the meeting was squarely on women and girls, primarily because it was felt that women and girls comprised the 'majority of civilians targeted for this particular form of atrocity … their reproductive capacities are ruined by gang-rape and brutality' and because '[v]iolent sexual attacks on women and girls in fact pose special challenges for peacekeepers -challenges that differ even from cases when men are the targets of sexual attack.' 40 These challenges were considered to include the lack of reporting on the part of female victims and the social stigma associated with the sexual violence. 41 Yet many, if not all of these points, actually apply to male sexual violence as well. Just as with women and girls, men and boys may lose their reproductive capability either as a result of the physical abuse inflicted upon them -through castration, genital mutilation, and the like -or as a psychological consequence of the violence. Indeed, only now are the mental health consequences starting to be understood. Anecdotal evidence from the DRC, for example, suggests that male rape victims are more likely to commit suicide, with the rates even higher if castration or mutilation is involved. 42 Again, similar to women and girls, there is vast underreporting in the case of male victims of sexual violence for similar stigma exists; 43 and male victims, too, may be rejected by their families and their communities. 44 For example, a male victim of sexual violence in the DRC has said: 'I'm laughed at … The people in my village say: "You're no longer a man. Those men in the bush made you their wife."' 45 Despite these criticisms, at least the Wilton Park meeting acknowledged that sexual violence is committed against women and men, girls and boys, as the debate is sometimes framed as an issue solely involving women and girls. Take SC Res 1820 as an example. In many places, the Security Council does address the issue of sexual violence in situations of armed conflict at a general level. The first two operative paragraphs are demonstrative of this general concern:
Stresses that sexual violence, when used or commissioned as a tactic of war in order to deliberately target civilians or as a part of a widespread or systematic attack against civilian populations, can significantly exacerbate situations of armed conflict and may impede the restoration of international peace and security, affirms in this regard that effective steps to prevent and respond to such acts of sexual violence can significantly contribute to the maintenance of international peace and security, and expresses its readiness, when considering situations on the agenda of the Council, to, where necessary, adopt appropriate steps to address widespread or systematic sexual violence;
Demands the immediate and complete cessation by all parties to armed conflict of all acts of sexual violence against civilians with immediate effect; 46 In other parts of the Resolution, the focus is on sexual violence, against, 'in particular women and girls', or the protection of civilians 'including women and girls'. For example, the Security Council ' conflict immediately take appropriate measures to protect civilians, including women and girls, from all forms of sexual violence', 47 and 'calls upon Member States … to ensure that all victims of sexual violence, particularly women and girls, have equal protection under the law and equal access to justice'. 48 These approaches are useful. 49 They understand that sexual violence may be committed against anyone but that, in practice, women and girls have been, and remain, particularly susceptible. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, on the other hand, in its resolution on point, notes that '[s]exual violence against women in armed conflict is a crime against humanity, a war crime, and an absolutely unacceptable weapon of war', but says nothing about sexual violence against men and boys, and very little about girls. 50 However, in the course of SC Res 1820, there is a transformation in the approach from one of 'sexual violence in particular against women and girls', to one of 'sexual violence against women and girls'. For example, the Security Council:
Affirms its intention, when establishing and renewing state-specific sanctions regimes, to take into consideration the appropriateness of targeted and graduated measures against parties to situations of armed conflict who commit rape and other forms of sexual violence against women and girls in situations of armed conflict;
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Of particular interest are the precise places in which the language of the Resolution is inclusive and when it becomes exclusory. An analysis of the Resolution indicates that when it seeks to describe the problem of sexual violence and on the occasions in which it adopts general measures, the language is inclusive. However, when the Resolution comes to specifying concrete, detailed measures of implementation or enforcement, the language becomes exclusory. This is best demonstrated through consideration of passages in which both the descriptive and the implementation measures are considered together, or when both the general measures and the specific measures are dealt with together. The Security Council:
Encourages troop and police contributing countries, in consultation with the Secretary-General, to consider steps they could take to heighten awareness and the responsiveness of their personnel participating in UN peacekeeping operations to protect civilians, including women and children, and prevent sexual violence against women and girls in conflict and post-conflict situations …; When it is at the level of heightening awareness and responsiveness, the language is inclusive -all civilians, including women and children. However, as the provision goes on, and when the matter shifts to the more onerous prevention of sexual violence, the objects of protection are exclusively women and girls. This is not a one-off, a mere slip of the drafting pen. To take another example, the Security Council:
Requests the Secretary-General to develop effective guidelines and strategies to enhance the ability of relevant UN peacekeeping operations, consistent with their mandates, to protect civilians, including women and girls, from all forms of sexual violence and to systematically include in his written reports to the Council on conflict situations his observations concerning the protection of women and girls and recommendations in this regard; 53 Again, when the question is the rather broader one of development of guidelines and strategies, the subject of protection is 'civilians, including women and girls'. However, the moment a more concrete measure is contemplated, in this case the systematic inclusion of observations and recommendations in the reports of the Secretary-General to the Security Council, the measure is framed in respect of 'women and girls' alone.
In one of the more curious passages of the Resolution, the Security Council:
Demands that all parties to armed conflict immediately take appropriate measures to protect civilians, including women and girls, from all forms of sexual violence, which could include, inter alia, enforcing appropriate military disciplinary measure and upholding the principle of command responsibility, training troops on the categorical prohibition of all forms of sexual violence against civilians, debunking myths that fuel sexual violence, vetting armed and security forces to take into account past actions of rape and other forms of sexual violence, and evacuation of women and children under imminent threat of sexual violence to safety … 54 Again, in so far as training, vetting, and enforcement of discipline are concerned, the subject at issue is the civilian. However, when it comes to evacuation of individuals under imminent threat of sexual violence, the concern is towards 'women and children' alone. This is odd but it is not the strangest part of the provision. As Dianne Otto has asked, 'what about the woman facing imminent death from a non-sexual armed attack, or the man who is at risk of sexual violence, or the child who cannot be given the emergency medical treatment they need because the hospital has been destroyed? Where should they be placed in the evacuation queue?' 55 53 Ibid., para. 9. 54 Ibid., para. 3. 55 D. Otto, above note 49. To this could be added, what of the specific international humanitarian law provisions on evacuation?
What of boys?
In addition to the elision from civilians to women is the related slide from 'children' to 'girls'. By and large, the language of the preamble is one of 'women and children'. 56 However, the body of the Resolution, with one exception, uses the phrase 'women and girls '. 57 This is true not just of SC Res 1820 but related Security Council resolutions as well. 58 The question then becomes where boys fit in all of this.
At present, sexual violence against boys in situations of armed conflict is an overlooked category. This has recently been acknowledged, as has the existence of the problem. 59 The Secretary-General, for example, has noted in his report on children and armed conflict in Afghanistan that, '[t] here are a number of substantive reports of children, especially boys, being sexually abused and exploited by members of the armed forces and armed groups.' 60 The language of 'especially boys' is interesting, for it is a reversal of the usual formulation of 'in particular women and children'. The Secretary-General goes on to document the practice of 'bacha baazi (boy-play)' which 'consists of boys kept cloistered and used for sexual and harmful social entertainment by warlords and other armed group leaders.' 61 Accordingly, the Secretary-General recommends that the Government of Afghanistan 'implement more fully laws and programmes to prevent and punish sexual violence and to support victims, monitor grave sexual violations against boys as well as girls'. 62 Again the ordering of boys and girls is instructive. One reason that goes some way towards explaining the lack of consideration of the practice is the difficulty of fitting sexual violence against boys into any of the existing categories. By their very language, the rubric of 'sexual violence against women', or 'sexual violence against women and girls', rules out consideration of boy victims. Even the category of 'sexual violence against women and children' is not a natural fit, as the interchange between 'women and children' and 'women and girls' has often led to children being taken as shorthand for girls. In any event, it is not clear that 'women and children', read as including boys, should be the appropriate categorization. The category of 'womenandchildren' 63 emerges, infantilizing women, placing them alongside children as vulnerable and in need of protection; and if boys are sometimes subjected to sexual violence in situations of armed conflict because they are men-in-waiting, 64 that would suggest that they should be grouped with sexual violence against men, or treated as a separate category in their own right. It is likely that with the increased attention to be paid to sexual violence against children by the Security Council, and with the work of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict on sexual violence, the problem will start to be addressed. 65 
Exclusive focus on civilians
Even if the focus of UN measures were on all civilians -women and girls, men and boys -it would still be to neglect a sizeable proportion of sexual violence committed against, in particular, men and boys in times of armed conflict.
In times of armed conflict, men and boys are at their most vulnerable in situations of detention. Much of the male sexual violence is committed against people held captive or in detention; numerous reports attest to the practice. 66 Such people may well be civilian internees, but they may also be prisoners of war or members of the armed forces or armed group who for whatever reason do not benefit from prisoner of war status.
Boys are also particularly vulnerable to sexual violence when they are conscripted or abducted into armed forces. 67 The abuse that they face may well be from people on their 'own side'. Yet the presumption is that it is girls who are abducted or conscripted who will end up as sex slaves. Even definitions that are intended to be inclusive fall into this trap. For example, the Cape Town Principles and Best Practices (1997) adopted a broad definition of a 'child soldier', expressly not limiting the definition to 'a child who is carrying or has carried arms'. Rather, it included but was not limited to 'cooks, porters, [and] messengers' and 'include [d] girls recruited for sexual purposes and forced marriage.' 68 Inclusive on the one hand, the definition was exclusive on the other, limiting itself to sexual violence against girls alone. This was corrected in the Paris Principles (2007) to include 'children, boys, and girls used as fighters, cooks, porters, messengers, spies or for sexual purposes'. 69 However, the need to include child victims of sexual violence, both boys and girls, in the definition of a child soldier reveals that combatants and people taking an active part in hostilities are in need of protection from sexual violence just as much as civilians.
Thus although the instinctive link may be between sexual violence and civilians, these assumptions need to be re-thought. This is evidenced from a recent study on sexual violence in the Liberian conflict, which revealed that 32.6% of a sample of male combatants experienced sexual violence. 70 Even with due regard to the unreliability of statistics, this is revealing. Sexual violence is committed against civilians but not against civilians alone. Much of the sexual violence that takes place against men and boys is carried out in situations of detention, against prisoners of war and members of the armed forces or armed group. It is also carried out against 'child soldiers', both boys and girls. Yet none of these forms of sexual violence is covered by SC Res 1820 with its exclusive focus on civilians. With the increasing numbers of female combatants and females taking a direct part in hostilities, the Resolution's focus on civilians alone also limits the scope of protection for women.
Follow-up to SC Res 1820
SC Res 1820 was adopted during a debate on 'women and peace and security: sexual violence in situations of armed conflict', a debate which was itself a followup to SC Res 1325 on women and peace and security. As such, it may not be entirely fair to criticize the Resolution for focusing on civilians and failing to take into account the position of men and boys. However, despite its origins, SC Res 1820 has become the centre-piece of UN efforts on sexual violence. As such, its limits become troubling, in particular its transformation of a subset of violations, albeit a primary one, into the sole one of concern.
Fortunately, the follow-up to the Resolution has been more satisfactory in so far as men and boys are concerned. In the Report of the Secretary-General pursuant to SC Res 1820, it is noted that 'sexual violence has been used against civilians, particularly women and girls, in many conflicts throughout history' and that '[w]hile women and girls are particular targets and are the majority of the victims of sexual violence, the case-law of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) also bears testimony to the use of sexual violence against men.' 71 Also, the report itself is written in largely gender neutral terms.
Even more sensitive is SC Res 1888. That resolution, which builds on resolutions 1325 and 1820, is far more careful in its terminology. The vast majority of its paragraphs are carefully phrased so as to be inclusive of all victims of sexual violence (though still limited to civilians). This includes, crucially, the paragraphs that envisage the creation of a post of Special Representative to address the issue of sexual violence in armed conflict, the deployment of teams of experts to situations of concern, and the adoption of sanctions. 72 Only the odd paragraph is worded in a manner specific to women and children. 73 After the disappointment of SC Res 1820, its follow-up has been less disconcerting.
However, not everything is promising. Aspects of the follow-up are specific to women and girls. For example, the report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict in Afghanistan details development of a national database of cases of violence against women which, in the words of the SecretaryGeneral, 'unfortunately does not include abuses against boys'.
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Consequences for accused perpetrators
Peacetime sexual violence is notorious for its lack of prosecution and low conviction rates. The situation is even more severe in times of armed conflict. As is by now well known, it was only with the advent of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda that sexual violence in times of armed conflict began to be prosecuted as a matter of course. However, the records of those two Tribunals as well as that of the Special Court for Sierra Leone in their prosecutions and convictions for sexual violence have been the brunt of considerable criticism due to the ad hoc, and lack of systematic, prosecution and the way in which victims of sexual violence are treated while giving evidence. 75 In so far as sexual violence against men and boys is concerned, matters are even less advanced. Various forms of sexual violence were committed against men and boys in the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, and Sierra Leone; the atrocities have been documented extensively. 76 Yet their appearance in the jurisprudence of the Tribunals is limited; much of the time, male sexual violence is simply not prosecuted before the international criminal tribunals. Although this is, to some extent, also the case with sexual violence against women and girls, when male sexual violence is prosecuted, it is often not prosecuted as sexual violence. An analysis of the instances in which accounts of male sexual violence do appear in the jurisprudence of the UN international criminal tribunals proves instructive. The documentation of male sexual violence may be grouped into three categories: mentioned but not characterized as sexual violence; mentioned and characterized appropriately but without any consequences attaching; or characterized as sexual violence with consequences arising therefrom.
Mentioned but not characterized as sexual violence
Often, sexual violence against men and boys in armed conflict is not characterized as such, but is considered under the rubric of torture, beatings, and the like. 77 Particularly true in the case of UN reports, it is no less true of international criminal jurisprudence. So, for example, in the Blagoje Simić et al. case, an ICTY trial chamber noted that '[s]everal Prosecution witnesses gave evidence that detainees were subjected to sexual assaults. One incident involved ramming a police truncheon in the anus of a detainee. Other incidents involved forcing male prisoners to perform oral sex on each other and on Stevan Todorović, sometimes in front of other prisoners.' 78 Yet the finding appeared in a section entitled '[e]vidence relevant to other acts' and although described by the Trial Chamber as sexual assaults, it was characterized in its findings as torture and no more. 79 Although these acts are indeed torture, care has to be taken such that when men are subjected to sexual violence, the abuse is seen as sexual and recorded under appropriate, sometimes multiple, headings. The failure to do so can have farreaching consequences. The Peruvian Truth and Reconciliation Commission, for example, found that 2% of victims of sexual violence were male. However, a recent study suggests that the figure was, in fact, closer to 22% and puts the discrepancy down to a focus of the Commission on rape to the exclusion of other forms of sexual violence and the recording of these other abuses as torture. 80 The danger of characterizing sexual violence against men and boys only under the rubric of torture is that men and boys will continue to be seen as unsusceptible to sexual violence, reinforcing the view that sexual violence is a problem for women and girls alone.
Mentioned but without any consequences
On other occasions, male sexual violence is depicted as having taken place but, for various reasons, no consequences result for the accused from the depiction. In some cases, this is because instances of male sexual violence were laid out only to set the scene. For example, in the Bagosora trial judgement, the Trial Chamber recalled the testimony of several witnesses:
The bodies of the dead were frequently piled near the roadblocks and at times were collected by local officials. Female victims were left lying on their back [s] with their legs spread and stained with semen. Dallaire saw objects crushed or implanted in vaginas, breasts cut off, stomachs opened and the mutilated genitals of men. 81 This account merely formed part of the background of the case and accordingly no consequences arose from the descriptions of male sexual violence.
Another approach has been to note that sexual violence against men and boys was carried out but that it had not been charged by the Prosecution in the particular case at hand. In the RUF trial judgement, for example, a Trial Chamber of the Special Court for Sierra Leone documented practice of male sexual violence. The Trial Chamber found the record to demonstrate instances of enforced rape and sexual mutilations of male and female victims. 82 The Trial Chamber also noted that the definition of rape 'is broad enough to be gender neutral' and noted further that 'both men and women can be victims of rape'. 83 However, the Trial Chamber observed that the Prosecution 'restricted its pleadings on sexual violence in the Indictment to crimes committed against "women and girls," thereby excluding male victims of sexual violence.' 84 Accordingly, no convictions could be entered in respect of the male sexual violence that was found to have taken place.
A third approach of the international criminal tribunals has been to acknowledge, occasionally in some detail, the practice of male sexual violence but then to ignore them when moving on to the legal consequences that attach to these findings. Thus in Muhimana, a Trial Chamber of the ICTR recalled that several witnesses had seen that a certain Kabanda's 'private parts had been severed' and that his genitals had been hung on a spike. 85 However, in its findings, the Trial Chamber simply referred to the killing of Kabanda and no more. 86 Similarly, in Bagosora, the Trial Chamber found Bagosora guilty of other inhumane acts in respect of inter alia 'the stripping of female refugees at the Saint Josephite Centre'. 87 
Mentioned and characterized as sexual violence
Fortunately, other cases have been more inclusive in their approach. Ironically, in respect of the very same incident involving Kabanda, the Niyitegeka Trial Chamber found the accused guilty of an inhumane act. The Niyitegeka Trial Chamber considered the inhumane act to be in respect of the accused's 'act of encouragement during the killing, decapitation and castration of Kabanda, and the piercing of his skull, and his association with the attackers who carried out these acts'. 90 In the Todorovic Sentencing Judgement, the events in question were characterized as sexual assaults; 91 in the Stakić Trial Judgement, the events at issue were viewed as both sexual assaults and as torture. 92 In the Č ešić Sentencing Judgement, in respect of Č ešić's admission that 'he intentionally forced, at gunpoint, two Muslim brothers detained at Luka Camp to perform fellatio on each other in the presence of others', 93 the Trial Chamber characterized the acts as sexual assault. 94 A more inclusive approach?
The jurisprudence of the ICTY, ICTR and SCSL suggests that no single judicial philosophy exists. Rather, individual judges and chambers will adopt their own approach to the subject. It is to be hoped that the International Criminal Court (ICC) will take an altogether more inclusive approach to the question of sexual violence, with the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) bringing charges against individuals and Chambers adjudicating the matters using appropriate language.
There are hopeful signs in this respect. In its background note on the Situation in the Central African Republic, the OTP observed that, '[c]redible reports indicate that rape has been committed against civilians, including instances of rape of elderly women, young girls and men.' 95 In its charges against Jean-Pierre Bemba, the OTP allege that the accused committed crimes against humanity and war crimes 'through acts of rape upon civilian men, women and children' and 'by inflicting severe physical or mental pain or suffering through acts of rape or other forms of sexual violence, upon civilian men, women and children'. 96 The statement of facts in support of the charges allege that '[m]en, women and children were raped by multiple MLC perpetrators in their homes, raped in front of family members, forced to watch rapes of family members, and raped in public locations including streets, fields and farms '; 97 and that '[m]en were also raped as a deliberate tactic to humiliate civilian men, and demonstrate their powerlessness to protect their families.' 98 For its part, the Trust Fund for Victims, in its Donor Appeal to assist victims of sexual violence, has gone out of its way to draw attention to sexual violence against men and boys, observing that although 'it is well known that armed conflict and sexual violence against women and girls often go hand in hand', '[w]hat is less widely recognised is that armed conflict and its aftermath also bring sexual danger for men and boys.' 99 The Trust Fund also highlights the dangers faced by men and boys in times of armed conflict and some of the motivations behind the sexual abuse to which they may be subjected.
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Conclusion: where to from here?
There are clearly avenues for further analysis and discussion. 101 Empirics are in need of further research; more can be done in terms of raising awareness of the issue; the relationship between male sexual violence and female sexual violence has not been considered; sexual violence against boys is far from being understood; the situation of the male victim and the female perpetrator -despite the events at Abu Ghraibis often overlooked.
There is also the difficult question of, and at times tension between, addressing sexual violence against men and boys and combating sexual violence against women and girls. There may be real reason to focus on one particular aspect of the problem. At a practical level, resources may be limited and to consider one may be to take away from the other. At a political level, proposals to widen the focus away from women and girls may be seen as a bad faith attempt to hijack the debate. At a theoretical level, as a former Special Rapporteur on violence against women has put it, if it 'is not used with precision, the term GBV [gender-based violence] may obscure rather than reveal the distinguishing features of diverse experiences of gendered violence.' 102 These are legitimate debates to be held; but they must be held. The current disconnect between the grand pronouncements on the problem of male sexual violence in armed conflict and the lack of measures taken to address it cannot continue. A 2005 report of the World Bank on 'Gender, Conflict, and
